The incidence in the present series is interesting in the fact that not a single case followed operations on the throat or mouth, in spite of so many throat and mouth operations being performed at the K. E. M. Hospital. Moore (1922) gives an incidence of 1 abscess in 2,500 tonsil operations, while Glowacki (1923) Edwards (1938) states that he has never seen a pneumococcal abscess following a pneumococcal pneumonia.
In the present series no serious attempt was made to study the predominant types of microorganisms which were detected in the Sputum. Cough is perhaps the commonest symptom that draws the attention to the disease process in the lung. In the early phases, the cough is dry and unproductive, and is due to the irritation of the bronchi. A sudden severe paroxysm of cough may be the first indication of the bursting of an abscess into the bronchus. The paroxysms of cough may be repeated several times a day, particularly on change of posture, which causes some of the pus from the abscess cavity to flow down into a healthy bronchus and set up a reflex cough.
The expectoration in early phases consists of slight muco-purulent material from the bronchi. When the abscess opens into the bronchus, the material expectorated is frankly purulent. The foetid character of the pus depends on the presence of anaerobic bacteria, e.g., B. fusiformis, Vincent's spirochaetes, etc., which may be the primary organisms, or the secondary invaders of the lung abscess.
Pain in chest depends on the peripheral situation of the abscess, due to an involvement of the pleura in the inflammatory process. The character of the pain is that of a pleural pain.
Hcemoptysis seems to be a common symptom of lung abscess. In the present series 12 patients (24 per cent) complained of coughing up of blood. Leon-Kindberg (1928) My thanks are also due to the honorary staff members who were in charge of these cases. I thank Professor Khanolkar for his help and guidance. I must particularly thank Dr. Namjoshi, a house physician, for his sincere and untiring help.
